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COMIC REPUBLIC

| HAVE DANGED WITH ALL THE HORRORS IN ORDER TO UNDERSTAND MY FEARS, [HAD T
AND ALLL THE SCREAMS, GIVEIT AFACE, ANAME THAT WAS EERIELY

AND | HAVE NEVER LOST MY FOOTING FAMILIAR LIKE MY OWN NAME
-0Z EZEOGU -T0BE MAX EZEOGU






ERIC KUKOYI LIVES A LIFE UNLIKE ANY OTHER, AS THE VESSEL OF
THE ENTITY OF FEAR HE HOLDS THE POWER TO WAKE YOUR WORST
NIGHTMARES AND FEARS . OVER CENTURIES OLD WITH A THOUSAND

NAMES AND A THOUSAND FORMS,
THE PEOPLE OF THIS LAND CALL HIM
ERU

ERU. PUBLISHED BY COMIC REPUBLIC GLOBAL NETWORK. 2017 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ERU IS THE COPYRIGHT OF COMIC
REPUBLIC GLOBAL NETWORK . NO PORTION OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE REPRODUCED OR TRANSMITTED, IN ANY FORM
OR BY ANY MEANS, EXCEPT BY EXPRESS WRITTEN PERMISSION OF COMIC REPUBLIC GLOBAL NETWORK. NAMES, CHARAC-
TERS, PLACES, AND INCIDENTS FEATURED IN THIS PUBLICATION EITHER ARE A PRODUCT OF THE AUTHOR’S IMAGINATION
OR ARE USED FICTITIOUSLY. ANY RESEMBLANCE TO ACTUAL PERSONS (LIVING OR DEAD), EVENTS, INSTITUTIONS OR LO-
COMIC . CALES, WITHOUT SATIRIC CONTENT, IS COINCIDENTAL. COMIC REPUBLIC GLOBAL NETWORK DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICIT-
REPUBLIC ED SUBMISSIONS OF IDEAS, STORIES OR ARTWORK.







AFE BABALOLA HALL

UNIVERSITY OF LAGOS.
NIGERIA
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_ 9,0 I IMAGINE WHAT

AN YOU SEE, INTERACT WITH
&' ANO EVEN IGNORE

LEAVES A MARK ON
YOUR MINDO,

N

F

. . WITH PREFERENCES

INFLUENCING YOUR VALUES | °

ANO THOSE VALUES :
BREEDING YOUR ASSOCIA-
TIONS. :

THOUCH 1 WALK THPOUCH THE VALLEY
OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH,
I WILlLL F¢CEAP NO—ENTL+—

o —THOI—APT —WITH —ME-



. WE‘ BUILO WALLS
IN OUR PERSON WHEN
THOSE VALUES ARE
PISCARDOED.
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NS OFTEN DISCERNIBLE,
\\ OFTEN NOT.

L ey

ESS ACROSS YOLR MINDO
WITH EACH PASSING DOAY..

. Yl ay
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L 8UT NONE ON MINE,

|




LIKE THE ANT
STILL GATHERING SAND |
FOR THE HILL AMIOST
HIS DEAD BROTHERS,
I'M LEFT WITH A LIFE
. THAT HAS BECOME

A MUSCLE MEMORY.
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OR DEAD...
ALL CLICHES OF
TIMES 800K
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ANOD
OUR ABILITY
10 FEEL FEAR IS
ACTUALLY .. THAT'S
THE MOST IMPORTANT.
AND ThHEY WILL
TELL YOU THAT
FEAR IS

A PRIMITIVE
EMOTION THAT
P 0 pEPARES THE BOOY TO
)/ 7 PUN OR FIGHT IN
THE FACE OF
OANGER.

—— — , . _ OUP

) YA ilm) B Ra e el A D/ RELATIONSHP WITHII
E = rveR AN E I ) FEAR IS LUNIQUE IN UL
TTENRET T S s i N[ THE ANIMAL WORLDO, [
§ L e | o L\ NO OTHER SPECIES |
% i GOES LOOKING (A=
& FOR IT. €

T J OON'T KNOW
4 | IF YOU
% | I\ UNDERSTANDO?
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| A THIEF COMES
Oue Sl IHEGE'S THE PEAR
ODELIBERATE CON-
FRONTATION WITH OH I COULD GET
FEAR IS AS NATURAL CAUGHT 8UT HE HAS
AS FEAR ITSELF. ———tur— THE SECURITYOF HIS
OKAY...6000, HERE'S Y GUN. WHAT OOES
AN EXAMPLE... = THAT TELL YOU?

g Y
— F A

g
P

UM.. B8UT SIP,
I WAS REAOING ON
THAT YOUR ASSIEGN-

MENT TRAUMATIC
EXPERIENCE AND
PHOBIA.

IF THE THREAT
IS 8I6 ENOUGH, LIKE-
CAN'T IT 8RING~-
SPAWN A PHORBIC
RESPONSE?

WE'RE CONFRONTEOD
WITH A SET OF
POORS- IF YOU A
LIKE, EACH OF WHICH | SOMETIMES
REPRESENTS A WE CAN’'T HELP

ERTAIN FEAR. BUT OPEN THOSE
DOORS SOMETIMES
WE WISH
WE HAON'T.




THAT'S WHY YOU
HAVE PEOPLE HAVING A
PHORBIA OF HOUSES,
DOMATOPHORBIA,
AFTER- SAY
A HAUNTED HOUSE
SCARE.

SO SIR, WHAT IF IN
YOUR EXAMPLE NOW, THE
THIEF RUNS INTO
A BlG THREAT THAT-

LIKE EVEN THE GUN CAN'T /b

PROVIDE ENOUGH
SECURITY?
"’\‘{
SAY THE GUY
NOW GETS FACE
TO FACE
WITH SOMETHING
THAT CAN
KILL HIM?

-
.-"'_{: L }"

WELL, WHEN SUCH A
THREAT APPEARS, THE
BRAIN'S FEAR CENTRE;

THE AMYGDALA,

SNAPS INTO ACTION.

BUT SEE THE
THING WITH PHOBIAS
IS THAT AFTER THAT
ONE CHANCE ENCOLUNTER,
ELEMENTS RELATING TO 1T
BECOME THE PHORBIA
NO MATTER HOW
IRRATIONAL THEY ARE.

BUT THESE FEARS
ARE IRRATIONAL BECAUSE
AT THE POINT WHEN
EAPERIENCED... THEKRE
MOST LIKELY IS
NO REAL THREAT.
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THEN A TROUBLING IS8
ONCE UPON A TIME.&%%

o
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WE
UNDERSTAND FROM
OUR LAST CLASS,
WHERE WE TALKED ABOUT
THE AMYGDALA, WE SAID
FEAR IS AN INNATE
EMOTION--

THE BACK SPACE
KEY 1S TAPPED..

A NEW STORY
STARTS..




I REMEMBER
MOBGADISHU 1993, IT SEEMS
AS FRESH AS YESTEROAY. WE
WENT IN AFTER XANAAQ
WHEN HE FIRST ESCAPED
HIS FIRST HOST,.

WE SAW AS HE
MADE THE SOMALIANS
AND AMERICAN
SOLOIERS B8LOODY
THEMSELVES..

THEN.. THIS YOLIN&
BO0Y JUST STOODO IN THE
FIELDO OF.. MESS, CRYING,
BEATEN ANDO 8LOOOIED.,.

ANO I SAW AROLINDO
HIM WHAT HE HAD
DONE WITH HIS OWN
BARE HANDS,

STANOING IN A FIELD,
A FIELO OF .. 80ODIES..
ANDO... T REMEMEBER..TI..

I WAS CONFUSED.

QL?

o

. . BECAUSE I KNEW %/ ""ESM N T KNEW IT
THIS CHILD HAD s 50 | WAS HIM
NOT ACTED LUNDER THE @i Z& ¢ c
INFLUENCE OF XANAAQ
BUT OF HIS OWN

N

'..-.. .
b a L & %

THE NEXT
EIOOS OF ANGER.

o




I'M CONCERNED AS8OUT
THE MAONESS I 8ROUGHT INTO
HIS LIFE.MAONESS CAN 8E
RELATIVE AN OVERDOSE PROVES
TRAUMATICALLY LETHAL

THIS DOESN’'T PRESENT

ME THE CLICHES OF MY
EVERYOAY LIFE 8UT INSTEAOD
AN OPPORTLINITY.. I SEE HIS
MADNESS ANDO WISH TO TAME
1T.

BUT IN ALL HONESTY
I FINO MYSELF FASCIN-
ATED 8Y IT AS I AM

1 SGUILTY.



THE NOWHERE KINGDOM.
"RIPIR ADOHI.
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*RIPIR ADOHI-LITERALLY MEANS 'NOWHERE KING6DOOM' IN ENOCHIAN TEXT
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HAVE FORSOTTEN
HOW TO ARRANEE

YOURPSELF AGAIN
ABI?
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Psmpra D TO DROP HIM

MY KINGOOM HAS
GEROWN STUBBORN

- WITH AGE.

YOLU'RE
CLEANING THE
HOLUSE 8Y
THIS TIME-

THAT WHAT

HAPPENED?

Sy e ——e ] Y OU STILL KEPT
a—g——-#' HIM.. I THOUGHT

HE'S PISSING
HIMSELF.. I HAVE
NO TIME FOR
THIS.. T WANT
TO €60 TO MY
STUDY,OPEN THE







MASTER, SHE
TOLD ME YOou
CALLED?
HERE , YOU
MUST BE
HUNGRY .
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THROUGH THE MANY ROOMS

TO MAKE IT SHORTER
IT NEVER RPEALY IS..
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TO THE
, AND

i GALLERIA
\ CALL ADAMU

 IT'S A LONE WALK
A TO My STUDY.
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AS

4

ONLY WE
CAN SEE
IT.

® ®

IT'S AS RPED
AS MY APPLE
STRAWBERRIES,
RPROSES.. TOO BAD

e

MASTER,
THE SLIN..
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MASTER..
YOour BROTHER
WE MUST &0.
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*FOR TOBAN FARTA SEE ERU #u4

*FOR 800D PRIEST SEE ER1 -3



HAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF? IT'S A QUESTION
MOST PEOPLE ARE NEVER REALLY WILLING TO

ANSWER,

AND EVEN IF THEY DO, THEY ANSWER FALSELY . BE-
CAUSE TO US, OUR FEARS ARE A SIGN OF WEAK-
NESS AND TO SOME PEOPLE

- BEING WEAK IS SOMETHING THEY NEVER WANT TO
_ BE SEEN AS. SO WE PRETEND, WE LIE, WE HIDE

| BEHIND MASKS-

ONE LIVING IN THE LIGHT AND ONE COWERING IN

. THE SHADOWS AT DARK: HALF LIVES . IT IS TRUE

ABSOLUTE FEAR,

OPTIONS.

/

COMIC .
REPUBLIC

| COURAGE THAT A PERSON HAS. TO ACKNOWLEDGE

THE EXISTENCE OF FEAR AND

NOT BLINK.

WHAT ARE YOU AFRAID OF REALLY?

...A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO COMIC REPUBLIC.

TO CASSANDRA MARK, MY PARENTS WHO ALWAYS
SHOW THIER UNDYING SUPPORT, BALOX, OZ AND
ALL THE ERU FANS.

TOBE EZEOGU

CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER/CREATIVE DIRECTOR

OR CYNTHIA AJUZIE. YOU PUSHED ME INTO
MAKING THIS HAPPEN. VERY FEW KNOW WHAT IN-
SPIRATION YOU WHISPERED INTO MY PEN AND
PAPER.

AND FOR MY FAMILY AT THE REPUBLIC, WHO
CHRISTENED ME MAD AND KEPT QUIET ABOUT MY
AKWARD ACTS: JIDE MARTIN, EDUVIE MARTIN,
TOBE ‘'MAX"EZEOGU, MICHAEL BALOGUN, WALE
AWLENJE, AKINTOBA KALEJAYE, YUSSUF ADELEYE,
FRANKLIN IKECHUKWU, KELECHI ISAAC, STANLEY
STANCH OBENDE, CASSANDRA MARK, SAMUEL
IWUNZE, TOBECHUKWU NWANKWERE AND JEDIDI-
AH ORAKPO. OH AND TO MY MOTHER AND
FATHER WHO'S SIMPLE WORDS “ YOU CAN" WAS
THE LITTLE INGREDIENT TO MY EFFORT.
FORTHIS I SAY THANK YOU AND... IYALAYA ANY-
BODY!

OZ EZEOGU

HEAD EDITOR
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AGAIN, WELCOM TUU
T HAWA COSTOOM PARRI, WE
) ARE CHOOSING THE BEST COSTOOM
OUT-FEET OF THE YEAR. LUP NEXT,
\ WE HAFF HAWA NEXT
a._ CONTESTANT: ERU!
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AHN HA! ERU,
WHERRISS YULIR
COSTOOM NA? SHEY
RATS HAFF CHOP
EET?

AY AM
ALWAYS
WEARING
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